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Arcb*eolo,gical Obselv.a-tion at St Andrew's Clur.ch, Flatrberton.

Parish: Halberton

NGR: SX00561290

Subject: Archaeological watching brief carried out by Exeter Archaeology (EA) at St
Andrew's Church, Halberton, commissioned by Westem Stone on behalf of Halberton pCC.

Ref: Exeter Archaeology Project No. 3543. Site visits made on 8/10/98 , gllv/gl, 12/lVlgg,
13/10/98, 16llA/98 afi 29110/98. Additional site visit made by S. Blaylock (EA) on
L8lt0l98.

Description: The archaeological observation took place during groundworks within the
churchyard for a new storm-water drainage system for the church. The main elements of the
groundworks were four soakaway pits: two excavated on the south side of the church, and one
on the north and east sides; and two shallow trenches for drains carrying water from down-
'pipes on the church to the soakaways (Fig. 1).

Pit I

Wall footings of clay-bonded red sandstone rubble, were exposed in this pit. The footings
represent the SE corner of a demolished structure, possibly a former south transept of the
church. They were 1-1.20m wide and were exposed to a depth of 1.80m without being
bottomed. The southern edge of the footings was located c. 1lm south of the church, and the
eastem edge corresponded with the eastern side of the external stair turret. No dating
evidence was obtained from the fabric of the footings. The finished pit was extended
southwards to avoid the foundations.

Three articulated skeletons, all orientated ENy, were exposed to the south of the footings
during the excavation of the pit. One was found at a depth of 1.10m. Two others were found
side by side at a depth of 1.15m, surrounded by bitumen coffin linings. They were removed
for reburial together with a quantity of disarticulated bones.

Undisturbed, compact, red clay subsoil,was

Pit 2

Two attemsts were made to excavate this pit, but both had to be aborted because of the
presence of a subterranean burial vault. The vault was brick-built with a shallow vaulted
roof. lnternally the chamber was 2.60m by 2.10m, with its long axis aligned NWSE; and
was 2-20m high. There was a blocked entrance in the west wall, with a stairwell or sunken
access leading down to it. The remains of four coffins with coffrn plates were observed
inside the vault.

A soakaway trench was dug as an alternative to the pit. The trench was c. 7m long, 0.65m
wide and 0.20m deep. The trench again exposed the top of the vault, but no other features
were uncovered. Fragments of two 18th century tombstones were excavated from the trench.
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The pit was excavated to a depth of 2m.
encountered at a depth of 1.20m.
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A quantity of disar'ticulated hurnan bones, recov.ered during the excavations for the pit and
trench, were collected for reburial.

Pit 3

Pit 4

No archaeological features were exposed in this pit. An articulated skeleton, orientated E/W,
was exposed at a depth cif t.gOm and removed. A large quantity of disarticulated human
bones were also collected for reburiat. The pit was excavated to a depth of 2m. Undisturbed,
compact, red clay subsoil was encountered at 1.45-L gOm beiow ground level.

r] This pit contained no archaeological features. An articulated skeleton, orientated E/W, was
exposed at a depth of 1.25m. Numerous disarticulated human bones were also recovered for
reburial. The pit was excavated to a depth of 2m. Undisturbed, compact, red clay subsoil
was encountered at a depth of 1.40m.

Drain trenches

A shallow drain trench, c. 18m long and 0.40m wide, was excavated on the north side of the
church between a down-pipe on the tower and Pit 3. Another shallow trench was excavated
on the south side of the church to the east of the porch to take water from down-pipes beside
the porch and on either side of the external stair furret to Pit l. Neither of these trenches was
observed, but the contractors reported that no features were encountered. part of an inscribed
ledger stone was exposed 1.45m east of the porch when turf was removed for the second
trench, and the line of the trench was subsequently altered to avoid this.

Re-surfacing path to porch

When the existing surface of the path was removed, a second subterranean burial vault was
discovered immediately below it. This vault was not observed by Exeter Archaeology, but
information was recorded by Allso Yarham Associates, architects for the development. The
vault was brick-built with a shallow vaulted roof. It was c. 2.80m long and 2.30mwide, with
the long axis orientated N/S. The interior was rendered and whitewashed. An entrance io ttre
vault in the west side had been bricked-up. The remains of 4 or 5 leather-covered, metal-
studded coffins were seen inside.

Recorder: IrI.J. Dyer, Exeter Archaeology (l5ll2lgg).
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HALBtrRTON CJ{URCH : PHOTO.GRAPI{IC INDEX

Contact sheet 7089

Frames 14-16
Frames 17-21

Frames 22-23
Frames 24-27
Frames 28-30
Frames 3l-36

Skeleton with bitumen coffin lining, Pit 1

Entrance to burial vault, Pit 2
Top of burial vault, Pit 24
Interior of burial vault, showing remains of coffins, Prt2A
Skeleton, Pit 3
Wall footing, Pit 1
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Contact sheet 7115

Frames 2-15 Wall footing, Pitl
Frames 16 Restoration work on church windows
Frames 17-19 Tombstone fragments from soakaway trench (see Pit 2 in report)
Frames 20 Pit 3

Frames 21 Pit 1

Contact sheet 7141

Frames 13 Pit 4
Frames 14 Inscribed ledger stone fragments, drainage trench
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